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KEY MESSAGES  
ST. CUTHBERT’S ARCHDEACONRY – ONE NEW PARISH 

WARDENS, INTERIMS, AND INCUMBENTS GROUP MEETING – 2020 SEPTEMBER 9 
 
 

Bishop Rob attended the meeting and expressed his thanks for all the work that is being 
accomplished, as well as offering his faith, hope, and support for the future. It was an 
opportunity for the Wardens, Interims, and Incumbents (WI&I) to have dialogue with the 
Bishop on processes for key pieces of the 521 work.  
 
Naming the New Parish 
The “Naming the Parish Report for the Bishop” was presented to Bishop Rob. The five short 
listed names - Ascension, Emmanuel, St. Joseph, St. Uriel, Tree of Life - were included in the 
report.   
 
The short list of five names were selected from 65 names that were suggested by parishioners 
from the five parishes. Parishioners were then asked, in a survey, to indicate how strongly they 
believe God is calling us to each of the five names. There were 134 responses to the survey. 
 
The decision on the new parish name rests with the bishop. That name will be taken to a 
Diocesan Council meeting on October 3, along with his request to form a new parish.  The date 
to announce the new parish name will be confirmed, but it could be as early as  
Sunday, October 4. Initially, we will be one parish with five congregations - becoming one parish 
with one congregation after January 1, 2021.  
 
Governance Structure 
A proposal for an interim Parish Council was approved. There will be two wardens from each of 
the five congregations, a treasurer, and the Ministerial Team. This Parish Council will be an 
interim arrangement until the new Parish Council/Vestry is in place in early 2021.  
 
Facilities 
The bids for selection of a real estate agent have closed and are being evaluated. The next step 
will be to hire the services of a real estate agent.  
 
It is important to note that no decisions have been made yet on the sale or repurposing of the 
five buildings.    
 
Strategic Response to the Pandemic 
Conversation is starting on a Technology Strategy and forming a new working group to 
determine the use of technology as we move forward.  
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Re-Gathering and Opening 
There was much discussion on how each of the five parishes are planning to move forward on  
re-gathering, filming the online worship services, and the possibility of the five parishes having 
a shared in-person service(s) before we become one parish in January 2021. We can expect 
further information very soon as the planning is completed.  
 
The responsiveness, and many gifts, talents, and huge amount of time that the Ministerial 
Team have put into filming and producing the online worship services for everyone  
was recognized. 
 
The next meeting of the WI&I Group is scheduled for Wednesday, October 14, 2020. 
 
In closing, we share the following message provided to members at the meeting from Bishop 
Rob: 
It cannot be stressed enough the importance of prayer at this time. We were reminded that we 
are being guided by the Spirit and that being prayerful and attentive to the Lord will be vital in 
the days and weeks ahead.  Keep one another in love, hearing what is being said and not just 
the words. Be attentive to one another and God’s call. This is a special call given to us. It is 
amazing to see the Lord’s hand at work in so many ways.  This is a special journey.  We don’t 
need to have everything worked out.  Give space for the Lord to work. Leave elbow room. 
 


